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in a way that an oxygen climb never could satisfy
it.
If the experiences of the 1922 Expedition show
anything, they show that Everest can be climbed
with oxygen or it can be climbed without oxy-
gen, but that it cannot be climbed by haver-
ing about between the one method and the other.
A choice between them has to be made. The
climber's mind must not be divided. He must
approach Everest single-minded. His plan must
be simple.
And two considerations should tell strongly
against the oxygen. First, no really serviceable
apparatus for supplying it has yet been devised.
Second, and most important, the carrying up of
the cylinders and apparatus necessitates the
employment of a number of porters who would
otherwise be available for carrying tents and sup-
plies for the climbers. The number of porters to
be had on the mountain is not unlimited. And if
one method requires more porters than the other,
the method which requires less should be pre-
ferred.
A party of enthusiastic scientists bent upon
demonstrating the use of oxygen might set out for
Everest, plug away up its slopes cumbered with the
unwieldy apparatus and eventually sit on the
top inhaling oxygen. But if man wants to know
what he can do by himself then he must go by
himself. He may take a cylinder of oxygen for
medicinal purpose as he would take a bottle of
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